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Virginia Sharpe 
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Efren Altez 
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PARISH OFFICE  

Located in Presbytery  

   350 Mortimer Road 

   Acacia Ridge QLD 4110  

Hours   Monday to Friday   

      9:30am to 4:30pm 

Telephone  07 3274 5513  

    Email  

    acaciaridge@bne.catholic.net.au 

    PO Box 12 Acacia Ridge QLD 4110  

    Website     

www.fatimaacaciaridge.org.au 

MASS TIMES  

    Tue: 5:30pm—Holy Mass 

    6:00pm Eucharist Adoration 

Wed| Thurs | Fri | Sat 9 am 

    Saturday 4.30pm (Vigil) 

    Sunday 9am & 5pm  

CONFESSIONS  

    Tues: 6:00pm to 6:30pm  

    (or by appointment) 

BAPTISMS  

    3rd Sunday of the month 10.15am 

PIETY STALL 

    1st Sunday each month 
 

SCHOOLS 

Our Lady of Fatima School  

     www.ourladyoffatima.qld.edu.au 

    07 3275 1152  

    pacaciaridge@bne.catholic.edu.au  

St Stephens School Algester 

    www.ststephens.qld.edu.au 

    07 3711 4911  

    palgester@bne.catholic.edu.au  

OUR LADY OF  

Greetings to all,  

Many images have been used for the church in the course of the church’s history. 
The most authentic images 
are those that are drawn 
from the Scriptures, such as 
the church as the bride of 
Christ or the people of God 
or St Paul’s famous image of 
the church as the body of 
Christ. For St Paul, each of us 
is a member of that body 
through baptism and as 
members we are dependent 
on one another’s gifts given 
by the Holy Spirit. 

The gospel reading this Sunday provides us with another beautiful image for the 
church as a family. Jesus looks around at his disciples sitting around him in a circle, 
listening to him speaking, He identifies them as his mother, his brother and his sister. 
Here we have the nucleus of the church, the first disciples of Jesus, and Jesus identi-
fies them as his family. He attaches more importance to this new family than to his 
blood family who are standing outside the house in which he is speaking insisting 
that he come home with them.  

The church can helpfully be understood as a family. Because of our baptism we are 
brothers and sisters of Jesus. The letter to the Hebrews says that Jesus is not 
ashamed to call us brothers and sisters and declares that the one who sanctifies, Je-
sus, and those who are sanctified, ourselves, all have one Father. The church is a fam-
ily under God as Father; we are all brothers and sisters of one another and of the 
Lord.  

This image of church suggests a church in which everyone is equally cherished and 
no one is more important than anyone else. Within this family we are all spiritual 
siblings, called to give support to other members of the family and to receive support 
from other members of the family.  

The image of the family, like that of the body, suggests our interconnectedness and 
our interdependence. When Pope Francis came to the window of Saint Peter’s after 
being elected Pope, he gave expression of this vision of church when he asked every-
one in the Square to pray for him, before he gave them his blessing. One of the im-
portant ways we give expression to our interconnectedness is by praying for one an-
other. 

God bless,  Fr Dang 

FATIMA NEWS 
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10th & 11th Sundays - 9 June 2024 

When: 3pm-8pm, Sunday, 8th June,2024 

Where: Hanly Room, The Cathedral of St Ste-

phen Session 1:The Fundamentals of Youth 

Ministry, Session 2: Youth Led Mass-the Prac-

tical's , Session 3: Encounter - Why your role is 

critical and why has God put you there. YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR – POSITION AVAILABLE Our Lady of the 

Rosary Parish Kenmore - Moggill is seeking applications for the position of Youth 

Ministry Coordinator. This is a short term contract position through to December 

2024 working 10 hours per week, commencing late June 2024.  

To apply for this role please submit your cover letter and resume including two (2) 

referees, (one of which preferably should be a Parish Priest, particularly if you are 

not currently an active parishioner of OLR Kenmore-Moggill Parish), to the Parish 

Manager finchm@bne.catholic.net.au The successful candidate will have, or be 

able to obtain, national criminal history/police check and Working with Children 

Blue Card prior to commencement and will be required to sign a Prior Conduct 

Declaration and fulfil all other Archdiocesan safeguarding requirements. For a 

copy of the position description or any other enquires please email the Parish 

Manager finchm@bne.catholic.net.au. Applications close on Friday 14 June ‘24  

 10th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

First Reading: Gen 3:9-15 I will make you enemies 

of each other: your offspring and her offspring.       

Second Reading: 2 Cor 4:13-5:1 We believe, and 

therefore we speak.             

Gospel: Mark 3:20-35 It is the end of Satan.  

11th SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  

First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24 I have made the small 

tree great.                                                                                   

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 Whether we are living 

in the body or exiled from it, we are intent on pleasing the Lord 

Gospel: Mark 4:26-31 The mustard sed, the smallest of all 

the seeds, grows into the biggest shrub of all 
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  WINTER       

APPEAL 

The poor need your help.  Cost of living increases are stretching 

disadvantaged people to the limit and they need your assis-

tance. 

When you arrive at mass next Saturday/Sunday you will see 

envelopes on the seats for donations to the winter appeal.  You 

may complete the envelopes and, after mass, place them in the 

retiring collections baskets or you can simply donate cash. If 

you don’t have funds available on the day please take an enve-

lope and return it with your donation the following week and 

place it in the collection basket. 

Donations of more than $2 are tax deductible. If you require a 

receipt please ask or indicate on the envelope. 

St Vincent de Paul said that “serving the poor is serving Jesus” 

Greetings to all from Liturgy Brisbane! The latest edition of 

LitEd explores the topic of Liturgy and Community. Liturgy 

is, by its very nature, a communal action and has its founda-

tion in the existence of a community. The word liturgy 

(leitourgia) in fact means “the work of the people”.  

Liturgical celebrations are not constituted by a group of iso-

lated individuals turned inwards, but rather by an assem-

bled community of the Body of Christ gathered together to 

unify their voices in spoken and sung prayer.  

How different is our experience of the liturgical event if we 

feel a sense of connection to the people with whom we 

offer praise to God! Building a community requires some 

degree of intentionality.  

Ultimately, these efforts are invaluable as they foster a 

sense of belonging and create opportunities to draw people 

into the life of the community.  

In this edition: 16 Tips to Improving Your Parish Hospitality. 

The Five Systems of a Fruitful Parish | Hospitality is Biblical – 

And It’s Not Optional | How to Create a Sense of Communi-

ty in Your Parish . The current edition is now ready to view 

at https://litedliturgybrisbane.weebly.com  Join us for a Morning Tea 

on Thursday, 13th June, 

9:30am at Parish Office/

Presbytery. Bring a plate of 

food to share and a friend. 

 
Dear parents,  
An ongoing catechism class every Sunday during school Term for 
30 minutes after the 9 am Mass at Our Lady of Fatima parish in 
Acacia Ridge.  For more information, please contact Sr. Hanna 
MC.  Ph: (07) 3252 4441 if interested.  
 

Our Parish representatives during the CORPUS 

CHRISTI PROCESSION through the streets of Brisbane 

Missionary Sisters of Charity 

Parish Update—Parish Office Restructuring 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

Thank you for your faith and commitment to our parish. You may 
be aware that many parishes, including ours, face ongoing finan-
cial sustainability challenges. In light of these financial challenges, 
the Parish Finance Council and I have recently had to make some 
difficult decisions. It is with regret that I inform you that the Parish 
Finance Council and I have decided to restructure the Parish 
Office. 
 

Effective June 6th, the Parish Office will transition from full time 
employment to voluntary roles. This tough decision is not a reflec-
tion of the team’s performance rather it is due to the fact that the 
Parish can no longer financially sustain the current office struc-
ture. I understand that this is difficult news to hear and may be 
distressing to some of you. 
 

We’ve had discussions with the four team members regarding the 
required changes and Steffanie Le (Director of Ministries), Berna-
dette Maguire (Digital Media Communications & Ministry Devel-
opment), Ellen Tran (Youth and Pastoral Coordinator) and Lizet 
Sanchez (Parish Assistant) have decided to discontinue their em-
ployment but will continue to volunteer and support the Parish 
where they are needed. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Steffanie, Berna-
dette, Ellen and Lizet for their tireless contribution and the joy 
they brought to our parish, especially in light of a very challenging 
past 18 months. I am grateful for their generosity in serving our 
community and administration of the parish and pray that the God 
of Peace will richly bless them in their future endeavours.  
 

While we are in challenging times, the Parish Finance Council and I 
are confident that this change will help fiscally strengthen our par-
ish and position it for a sustainable future.  
 

Please join me in thanking Steffanie, Bernadette, Ellen and Lizet 
for all of their efforts and wishing them well for the future. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact myself. Thank you for 
your support and understanding.  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr Dang Nguyen 

The Sound of Silence 

What some people miss from the days of the old Latin Mass 
is the hushed atmosphere and prayerful silence which gave 
them a sense of the presence of God. 

At times it seems that at liturgy, as in life, every moment is 
taken up with sound and action.  The Vatican documents 
however make it clear that being silent together at Mass is 
an aspect of our active participation. 

The Introduction to the Lectionary for Mass says: “Short 
intervals of silence give worshippers an opportunity to take 
the word of God to heart and to prepare a response in pray-
er.”  (#28) 

The rubrics (instructions written in red) of the Order of 
Mass indicate where silence should be observed: 

     - after the “Let us pray” of the Collect (opening prayer) 

     - before and after the readings from scripture 

     - after the homily 

     - after each petition of the Prayer of the Faithful, so that    
 people can pray for that intention  

     - after Communion 

The collective silence of the assembly at worship is a delib-
erate, conscious activity, not just a space where nothing is 
happening.  It can be very powerful and also help us to 
learn, or rediscover, the art of reflection and meditation. 

 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal explains that 
in the Rite of Peace “the Church entreats peace and unity 
for herself and for the whole human family, and the faithful 
express to each other their ecclesial communion and mutu-
al charity before communicating in the Sacrament”.  

It goes on to say that “In the dioceses of Australia the most 
common form of the gesture of peace is the handshake. It is 
appropriate that each person offer the sign of peace only to 
those who are nearest and in a sober manner. While the 
Sign of Peace is being given, it is permissible to say The 
peace of the Lord be with you always, to which the reply is 
Amen”.  

The Sign of Peace should not occupy more time than other 
more important elements of the celebration. It is not a time 
for shaking hands and saying Hello to as many people as 
possible in the available time. True hospitality is practised 
as people arrive for Mass, not when it is almost over. 

The Sign of Peace is a symbolic gesture, so we do it deliber-
ately and sincerely with just those around us, imparting to 
them the blessing of Christ’s peace. 

Within your parish community, do your ministries collabo-

rate with each other or do they compete against each oth-

er? Do your parish ministries work for the greater glory of 

God or do they work for the glory of the people running 

them? The primary goal of parish ministry is not to in-

crease Mass attendance, increase the number of volun-

teers or increase offertory. The primary goal is to be one 

with the Body of Christ that helps people take one step 

closer to Jesus.  

“If it's not doing that, it's not worth doing.”  


