
Our prayers are with those who are suffering illness at this time.  

May God’s presence nourish and strengthen you.  

Follow us on  

REFLECTION: 21 January 2024 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

The phrase “fishers of men” is a metaphor-
ical expression used by Jesus in the Gospel 
of Mark 1:17. It refers to the act of spread-

ing the message of Jesus Christ and in-
viting people to follow him. The metaphor 
is based on the idea that just as fishermen 
cast their nets into the sea to catch fish, so 
too should Christians cast the message of 

Christ into the world to catch people’s 
hearts and souls. The phrase is often used 
to describe the role and mission of Jesus 

Christ and his disciples in evangelism and 
spreading the message of God’s love. 

The Liturgy Committee is organising an orientation and/or 
seminar to support our lectors by offering a program to fur-
ther develop their skills in proclaiming the Good News and to 
our extraordinary ministers for holy communion to further 
their knowledge in their ministry of distributing Holy Com-
munion. Tentative Date: Saturday,  17 February 2024 9:30am 

We will also provide formation for those who serve in Music 
Ministry and to invite more people to share their musical 
gifts. Tentative Date: Saturday,  24 February 2024 9:30am 
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MASS TIMES  

    Tue | Wed| Thurs | Fri | Sat 9 am 

    Saturday 4.30pm (Vigil) 
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    3rd Sunday of the month 10.15am 
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OUR LADY OF  

  

Tuesday  26 Dec 9am Mass 

Wednesday 27 Dec 9am Mass 

 Thursday  28 Dec 

No Mass – Fr Dang is away        

  

Saturday 30th Dec  9am Mass  

4:30 pm Vigil Mass  

Sunday 31 Dec 9am Mass  

5pm Sunday Mass  

 

Greetings to all,  

The Lord’s call most often comes to us 
in the context of our daily lives. That 
was certainly the case for Simon, An-
drew, James and John in this Sunday 
gospel reading. They were engaged in 
their daily tasks as fishermen when 
Jesus called them to follow him. Si-
mon and Andrew were casting a net in 
the sea of Galilee. James and John 
were in their boat, mending their 
nets. This was the stuff of their daily 
lives. When the Lord’s call came to 
them in the midst of their daily tasks, 
it resulted in their taking a completely 
new direction. They left the business 
of catching and selling fish and be-
came fishers of people. Jesus would 
henceforth work through them to 
gather people into the nets of God’s 
kingdom. 

What i like the most in this reading is 
the way of how Peter, Andrew, James 
and John, respond to Jesus’s call. 
Mark very clear telling us that Jesus 
calls to them saying, “Come after me”. 
They immediately left everything and 
follow him.  

By saying yes to Jesus, we all know 
that Peter and Andrew, James and 
John don’t just leave behind stuff, 
they leave behind their most comfort-
able identities–the work and family 
relationships that give them value in 
the eyes of society and, probably, in 
their own eyes as well. They follow 
Jesus–whatever that is! 
 

Another beautiful thing that in the 
yeses of Peter and Andrew, James and 
John often we missed. They were not 
just following the worldly trends of 
the time. Their decision wasn’t a deci-
sion made out of boredom or disdain 
for their present state. This was a de-
cision awaiting them after years of 

Follow us on  

3rd and 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time B, 21 January 2024 

preparation. They were faithful Jews, 
who lived and breathed the Word of 
God and who were eagerly awaiting 
the Messiah. They were prepared to 
meet Jesus and follow him until 
death. In other words, they actually 
lived their ordinary lives, but was in-
deed extraordinary way and it was this 
way of living that allowed them to an-
swer Jesus immediately, in a very ex-
traordinary way. 
 

So how does this apply to us?  Today 
we may find ourselves in what we 
think as ordinary times. Instead of an-
other day fishing, it’s another day of 
class or another day in the office.  If 
Jesus were to call us to “come after 
him” in our present state, would we 
drop everything and follow?  

Like Peter, Andrew, James and John, 

how do we live our ordinary life and 

prepare ourselves to courageously say 

yes to Jesus when He calls us?  May 

this “Ordinary Time” find us redefining 

ordinary by the way we live for Jesus 

extraordinarily.  

God bless, 

Fr Dang 

FATIMA NEWS FATIMA NEWS 

To receive the Parish eNewsletter, please email to acaciaridge@bne.catholic.net.au 

In Transition 

As a Parish family we welcome 

Eli Carmelo Limpin Cruz 

Millie-Rose Marie McIntyre 

Violet-Lily Marie McIntyre 

Khaelden Saige Alejandria Ting 

who were baptised this weekend. 

REFLECTION: 28 January 2024 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

In Gospel of Mark 1:21-28, Jesus teaches 
in the synagogue and heals a man with an 
unclean spirit. The people are amazed by 
his authority. Jesus’ authority is not just a 
matter of his words, but also of his actions. 
He teaches with authority and heals with 
authority. The people are amazed by his 
authority because it is not like the authori-
ty of the scribes. Jesus’ authority comes 
from his relationship with God. He is the 
Son of God, and he has come to reveal the 
Father’s love to us. We are invited to hum-
bly accept the authority of Jesus as we 
listen to his Word1. 

Join us for a Morning Tea on                                   

8 February at 9:30am at                            

Parish Office/Presbytery.  Bring 

a plate of food to share and a 

friend. 

Have your say?     
Plan to move Tuesday morning mass to 
evening: first to encourage people who are 
working during the day can come and par-
ticipate Holy Mass. Also, as it moves to 
evening, we can have Eucharist Adoration 
and confession before mass.  
5pm starts with Eucharist adoration - con-
fession are available for those who would 
like to receive the sacrament, Holy Eucha-
rist will start at 5:30pm 

As reader, Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion, Music Ministry? 
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PARISH LENTEN GROUP(S)  

You are invited to prepare for Easter by joining with 
fellow Our Lady of Fatima parishioners in reflection. 

Parish Group discussions will use a publication from the 
Archdiocese of Wollongong called “Pietà.’ The book 

includes Sunday Scripture reflections, readings, respon-
sorial psalms, prayers and reflection questions that are 
traditionally part of group Lenten programs. The book 

costs $9.90.  

If you would like to join in the discussion, please 
sign your name at registered form which is availa-
ble at the back of the church or please contact the 
parish office at : acaciaridge@bne.catholic.net.au 

  

Parish Schools: Communities of 

Faith, Hope and Love. Welcome back! 

For School Staff:  We pray for all staff mem-

bers at our parish Schools. They have been 

called to the ministry of Catholic Education. 

Help them to look to Jesus as their model 

and guide. 

For our schools: Our Church is a 

“Community of Disciples.” We strive to 

“think like Jesus, talk like Jesus, and act like 

Jesus.” There is no better way to live up to 

our calling than to be a people of faith, 

hope, and love. Let them have faith in God, 

hope in God’s promises, love for God and 

solidarity with everyone.  

LITURGY NOTES: UNDERSTANDING OF THE EUCHARIST CELEBRATION The feast of the Baptism of the Lord is the last day of the liturgical season of Christmas Time. The Church’s liturgical cal-

endar then moves into Ordinary Time.  

There are two parts to Ordinary Time. The first falls between the end of the Christmas season and the start of Lent, and 

the second between the Monday after Pentecost and the Saturday before the first Sunday of Advent. Previously these 

Ordinary Time Sundays were designated Sundays “after Epiphany” or “after Pentecost”.   

The name “Ordinary Time” for that part of the church year outside the seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter is 

rather an unfortunate one.  The word “ordinary” normally means something unexceptional or uninteresting.  There is 

no such thing as “ordinary time” in Christian worship. The word “ordinary” as used in “Ordinary Time” means that the 

Sundays after the seasons of Christmas and Easter are counted in order, using ordinal numbers. 

Ordinary Time is one of the liturgical seasons – the longest season of the church year.  Its liturgical colour of green 

points to our Christian hope and life, entering into the mystery of Christ in all its fullness. Ordinary Time calls us to cele-

brate the presence of God in the ordinary patterns of human life.  - Elizabeth Harrington 

 

The Rite of Communion is the culmination of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The elements that make up the rite are: 

Lord’s Prayer – this is one part of the Mass in which everyone participates fully, consciously and actively.  

Sign of Peace – a symbolic gesture of imparting to others the blessing of Christ’s peace. We share the sign of peace de-

liberately and sincerely with those around us.  

Breaking of the Bread – the name by which the Eucharist was first known, it signifies that the many faithful are made 

one body through the Body of Christ which is broken and shared. The ‘Lamb of God’ is sung until the breaking and pour-

ing (Fraction Rite) are complete. 

Communion Procession and Receiving Communion - we walk together to the Lord’s Table where we share the paschal 

meal with Christ and with one another as fellow members of the body of Christ.  - Elizabeth Harrington 

CLERGY AND PARISH BULLETIN 

Fellowship 

Living Rosary 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & FIRST RECONCILIATION           
OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH 

If your child has completed their Confirmation and is now preparing for First Holy 
Communion and sacrament of Reconciliation, please be reminded that Our parish 

sacramental program will take place shortly. 

If you haven’t already registered, please remember to do so at your earliest          
convenience.  

Registrations: Please contact the parish office through email at                                 
acaciaridge@bne.catholic.net.au 

 Sacramental Program 2024 - First Holy Communion 

and First Reconciliation  (For Grade 4 or older) 

Parents Information Evening    6pm, Wednesday 31st January 

First Week: Class on Holy Communion  6-7pm, Wednesday 7th Feb   

Second Week: Class on Holy Communion 6-7pm, Thursday 15th Feb * 

Third Lesson: Class on Holy Communion 6-7pm, Wednesday 21st Feb  

Fourth Lesson: Class on Reconciliation 6-7pm, Wednesday 28th Feb 

First Reconciliation Celebrations   6-7pm, Wednesday 6th March  

Fifth Week: Rehearsal and recap on HC 6-7pm, Wednesday 13th March 

First Holy Communion Mass   4:30 pm Saturday 16th March  

 

Due to Ash Wednesday being on 14th Feb, the class for the 2nd week will be 

on Thursday 15th February  

THERE’S NOTHING ORDINARY ABOUT ORDINARY TIME 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

During the four weeks of Advent, we prepare for the celebration 
of Christ’s birth through prayer and reflection. We contemplate 
the First Coming of Jesus as Savior, and anticipate his promised 

Second Coming.  

 

First Friday Anointing Mass 

9.00 am Friday 2 February 

At Our Lady of Fatima Church 

Parish Financial Council Meeting 

6pm Wednesday 31st January 

At our Parish Office 

PRAYER REFLECTION FOR LENT:  

Our Lenten season is approaching quickly. Lent is the 40-day 
season of preparation for the Paschal Triduum (Holy Thurs-

day to Easter Sunday). The word “Lent” comes from the 
same root as the Angelo-Saxon word “lengthen”. It was a 
word for springtime when the daytime lengthens rapidly. 

Therefore, Lent is in essence the Church’s springtime. 

We are encouraged to look at this period of Lent as a jour-
ney. Lent reminds us that this is the season to turn away 

from our worldly distractions and journey home to God. This 
should be a time of inner reflection, and at the end of the 

Lenten journey, we should expect to find ourselves at a dif-
ferent place spiritually than when we started. At the end of 

our Lenten journey, if we have truly humbled and submitted 
ourselves to the Lord, the grace of God working in our lives 
should have conformed us more perfectly to the image of 
Christ, who is, himself, the image and likeness of God the  

Father.  

Evangelisation Brisbane have produced a book A Resurrected 
Life for 2024. The book provides an opportunity for each of 

us to reflect on the extraordinary hope that the Gospel bears. 
Copies can be purchased on https://evangelisation-

brisbane.myshopify.com/products/a-resurrected-life   

The Gospel is the good news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. It is a message of hope, love, and redemp-
tion that has the power to transform lives. The Bible teaches that it is the responsibility of every Christian to share 
the Gospel with others and make disciples of all nations . Taking the gospel to every home is an important part of 
fulfilling this responsibility. By sharing the gospel with our neighbours, we can help them to know God’s love and 
experience the joy of salvation. It is also a way to show our love for our neighbours and demonstrate the compas-
sion of Christ . There are many ways to take the Gospel to every home. Some churches organize door-to-door 
evangelism campaigns, while others distribute gospel tracts or host community events. Whatever the method, the 
goal is to share the message of salvation to many people as possible and make disciples of all nations. 
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